SOS Campaign
Summer Human Rights Camp for Law Students in Belarus

been disrupted by the administration
Summer Human Rights Camp for law students was to be organized on July 19-28, 2005. Law students from all over the country were invited to apply and compete for the chance to participate at the Camp. 48 students have been selected and they were preparing themselves for the participation in a 10-day educational program organized by the Foundation for Legal Technologies (Belarus).


Early morning on July 19, participating students, experts and Ukrainian trainers were planning to depart from Minsk to the camp-site of Belarusian-German Center “Nadezhda” located in Vilejka region of Minsk oblast. 
On July 18, several hours before the end of the working day, the administration of “Nadezhda” Center refused in providing a place for living and meals for Camp participants. They referred to the statement of sanitary inspection, which has organized a check-up on June 18 and allegedly found out anti-sanitary conditions at the camp-site.
In March 2005 the Foundation for Legal Technologies reserved – for the purposes of the Camp – a camp-site (tents), classrooms and rooms for trainers to live. In April 2005 the Foundation for Legal Technologies declared a call for applications for the participation at the Camp for law students and later formed a group of 48 participants.
Foundation for Legal Technologies created a program for the Camp, invited experts and trainers for the organization of educational process.
10-day Camp program included the following educational blocks – Introductory Course on Human Rights, International Mechanisms of Human Rights Protection, Access to Justice, Access to Legal Aid and Organization of Legal Aid in Belarus. Program also included practical activity for students on disseminating the information on access to legal aid to people living in Belarusian towns and villages. 
In the evening on July 18 the Foundation for Legal Technologies had to contact the students (many of them were on their way to Minsk) and explain them the situation and reasons for possible re-scheduling of the Camp. 
Foundation for Legal Technologies casts a doubt on the fact of verity of reasons for the refuse in organization of Summer Camp on the territory of “Nadezhda” Center.
Despite the negative developments and actual ban for the organization of the Summer Human Rights Camp, the Foundation for Legal Technologies believes that young people - future lawyers motivated to receive knowledge and practical skills in human rights – should have a chance to get those knowledge and skills. 

Guided by the Resolution of UN General Assembly “Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally  Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms”, the Foundation for Legal Technologies appeals to the Embassies, international organizations, legal associations and human right organizations 
FOR HELP
WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF SUMMER HUMAN RIGHTS CAMP FOR BELARUSIAN LAW STUDENTS IN AUGUST 2005 OUTSIDE THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS 
